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EDITORIAL MESSAGE 


“After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly 
there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from 
heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance 
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the 
guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the 
women, ‘Do not be afraid; | know that you are looking for Jesus who was 
crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see 
the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He has 
been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to 
Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my message for you.’ So they 
left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 
Suddenly Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!’ And they came to him, 
took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do 
not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see 
me.’ “ (Matthew 28:1-10) 


“Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which 
Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they worshipped him; but 
some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that | have 
commanded you. And remember, | am with you always, to the end of 
the age.’ “ (Matthew 28:16-20) 


The above verse from the Bible clearly indicates that Jesus Christ 
has been raised from the dead and all authority has been given to Him. 
If this is true, then we all need to believe in Him and be His follower. 
Jesus has risen from the dead and is alive with us to the end. 


Jesus had told His disciples in Matthew 17:22-23 “The Son of Man is 
going to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him and on the 
third day he will be raised.” Jesus’ resurrection restored Him to have 
authority over all things. Therefore, since He has power over all things, 
His cause cannot fail. For this reason alone, we should trust Him and 
follow Him. He has the power to free you from sin. If He is with you to 
the end, you will never lose. 


For over 86 years, the Armenian Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA) has been touching the lives of Armenians around the world with 
this Good News: He Lives! And 91 years after the Genocide, Armenians 
continue to experience the power of this resurrection in their lives. 

Rpfuunnu ywpbun fp cvbnbing. Opstibwuy & ywpnief. tt Rpfuunnup: 

Krisdos haryav ee merelotz orhnyal e haroutiounn Krisdosi. 
(Christ is risen from the dead. Blessed be the resurrection of Christ.) 
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ur schools are determined to con- 

tinue to serve our children and youth 
against all odds, but will need your constant 
support”, Rev. Megerdich Karagoezian told 
the AMAA Field Director, Dikran 
Youmshakian during their meeting at the 
Union headquarters in Beirut, Lebanon. 

Mr. Youmshakian was recently appointed 
Field Director of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America (AMAA) and part 
of his responsibilities are visits to the mis- 
sion field. As such, this was his first trip to 
the Middle East visiting Armenian Evan- 
gelical Churches, schools and institutions 
in Lebanon, Syria and Turkey. Mr. 
Youmshakian was accompanied by Hagop 
Krikorian from Armenia who made a video 
recording of the mission field and will pre- 
pare a documentary on the work in the 
Middle East. The Field Director during his 
visits to churches in North America will use 
the pictures to create more awareness of the 
urgent needs of our communities through- 
out the Middle East. 

The first stop was Lebanon and a meet- 
ing with the leadership of the Union of the 
Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Near 
East. The President of the Union, Rev. 
Megerdich Karagoezian gave an update and 
described the difficulties faced by our com- 
munity in general and in particular with our 
schools. Unfortunately, political tensions 
in the area, in Lebanon in particular, have 
prevented the country’s recovery from the 


MIDDLE EAST 


15-year long civil 
war. There is total 
uncertainty and the 
economy, in gen- 
eral, is at a stand- 
still. 

In the midst of 
such uneasy condi- 
tions there is still a 
vibrant and active 
Armenian commu- 
nity, with churches, 
schools, cultural or- 
ganizations, etc. 
There are, for ex- 
ample, five active 
Armenian Evan- 
gelical Churches in Lebanon and seven 
schools. All schools except two are affili- 
ated with a church as follows: the Armenian 
Evangelical College with the First Armenian 
Evangelical Church of Beirut; the Armenian 
Evangelical Central High School with the Ar- 
menian Evangelical Church of Ashrafieh; the 
Armenian Evangelical Shamlian Tatigian 
School with the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Nor Marash; the Armenian Evan- 
gelical Torossian Middle School with the 
Armenian Evangelical Emmanuel Church 
(Dora); and the Armenian Evangelical Sec- 
ondary School with the Armenian Evangeli- 
cal Church of Ainjar. The two other schools 
provide elementary level education only and 
are not affiliated with a particular church, but 


are under the direct supervision of the Union 
in the Near East — Armenian Evangelical 
Guertmenian School in Hadjin and the Ar- 
menian Evangelical School of Trad. 

As a result of immigration and due to 
economic restraints, most families are not 
able to pay any tuition and the school popu- 
lation has decreased, making it harder for 
all schools to meet their needs. 

The AMAA, who has been a pioneer in 
supporting needy children, established a 
Child Education Sponsorship Program (long 
before the Civil War of Lebanon) to pro- 
vide tuition aid to help needy students. The 
AMAA remains committed to keep Arme- 
nian children in Armenian schools and thus 
does its best to support the schools finan- 
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cially. The service Armenian Evangelical 
Schools provide to the new generation is 
unique as it combines the required local 
curriculum with both Armenian and Chris- 
tian Education. 

During the visits to each school, it was 
evident that even though the schools were 
hit hard financially, their academic achieve- 
ments were excellent. All four high schools 
ranked high with almost all students pass- 
ing the Baccalaureate exams. The schools 
provide a continuous supply to Haigazian 
University, which is the only Armenian in- 
stitution of higher education in the Arme- 
nian Diaspora. 

The visit to Haigazian University (HU) 
and the meeting with its President, Dr. Paul 
Haidostian, was very inspiring. Mr. 
Youmshakian, a graduate of HU himself, 
was encouraged to see the buildings reno- 
vated and improved, with a record number 
of students (over 800 in the spring semes- 
ter of 2006). HU excels academically and 
many high school graduates consider it their 
first choice. 

A meeting with Dr. Kevork 
Karaboyadjian, the Director of CAHL (Cen- 
ters for Armenian Handicapped in Lebanon) 
was another great experience. The centers 
house the elderly and also the blind and 
handicapped. The residents of the centers, 
in their conversation with the Field Direc- 
tor, were full of compliments for the care 
provided and especially the personal and 
compassionate care of its Director. 

A sad and very disturbing experience was 
the visit to poor families through the Ar- 
menian Evangelical Social Service Center 
in Trad. Ms. Rita Loa, the Director of the 
center, gave an update on the situation and 
informed that there are an increasing num- 
ber of families living in very poor condi- 
tions, many also within the Armenian com- 
munity. Together they visited some of the 
families and were disturbed to hear about 
their difficult experiences and witness their 
suffering. In the Bourdj Hammoud area 
(mainly populated by Armenians) there are 
many families with no electricity, no heat 
and no running water. Telephone service is 
a commodity not affordable by many house- 
holds. People simply cannot pay for the 
service. Some find it hard to place food on 
their table. The unemployment rate in Leba- 
non remains very high and prices have sky- 
rocketed. One area which needs immedi- 
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KG Students at Trad School enjoying a moment infront of the camera. 


ate attention is the Sanjak Camp where 18 
Armenian families still live in very primi- 
tive conditions. The camp is the only one 
left from the early years when Armenian 
refugees settled in the suburbs of Beirut. 
The municipality of Bourd) Hammoud 
would like this area to be developed and 
desires to move the families. The munici- 
pality, however, has only limited resources 
to help these families. 

The Field Director also visited the Near 
East School of Theology (NEST) where 
nine Armenian students are preparing for 
ministry. 

The visit to the Armenian Village of 
Ainjar was very touching. The village is 
located in the Bekaa Valley (about 30 miles 
from Beirut) and near the Syrian border. It 
is 100 percent inhabited by Armenians. The 
Armenian Evangelical School of Ainjar has 
300 students. Almost half are in the board- 
ing school, most of whom come from diffi- 
cult family situations. The boarding school, 
once completely funded by the German 
Hilfsbund Missionary Organization, today 
faces major deficits. Hilfsbund, gradually 
over the years, continues to reduce their fi- 
nancial support. 

The Armenian community in Lebanon is 
a thriving community. It acts as a major 
force and perhaps is still the backbone of 
preservation of Armenian Christian Heri- 
tage in the Diaspora. A significant number 
of leadership in North America, and in par- 
ticular among Armenian Evangelicals, have 
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their roots in the Middle East. The Arme- 
nian community in Lebanon is very active 
both politically and also in preserving the 
Armenian Christian Heritage. Yet today 
they need our support. Along with our con- 
cern and prayers, we should share the re- 
sponsibility of helping our brothers and sis- 
ters financially. The Armenian Evangeli- 
cal Social Service Center provides aid to 
the needy families, both physically and also 
spiritually. Unfortunately, the number of 
needy families is on a tremendous rise and 
the center has limited funding. Special aid 
for Lebanon relief through the Center will 
provide hope to these families. CAHL 
needs assistance to improve its facilities. 
One urgent need, according to Mr. 
Karaboyadjian, is that of an elevator in the 
home for the blind to prevent further acci- 
dents and injuries. 

Assistance to our schools is essential. 
Over 80 percent of the students in Arme- 
nian Evangelical Schools cannot pay any 
tuition. Unless these students are sponsored 
through the AMAA they might be prevented 
from an education. The cost of sponsoring 
one child is only $200 per year. Those who 
are concerned and care can contact the 
AMAA headquarters at 31 West Century 
Road, Paramus, New Jersey, 07652 or call 
the AMAA at 201-265-2607. 

Our sincere hope is that upon reading this 
news release the readers will be moved to 
reach out and make a difference in the lives 
of our people in Lebanon. 


ise ~ WINISTRY 
YS spoTuiGHr 


Alaverdi Center and Church 


laverdi is a mid-sized town in the re- 

gion of Lori in northern Armenia, close 
to the Georgian border. The population is 
approximately 13,000. The main industry is 
a copper factory, which employs 600 people. 
Like most in Armenia, people are unem- 
ployed and living in poverty. 

AMAA started its Alaverdi ministries dur- 
ing September 1999 by sending Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur and Gayane Ochinian to establish 
AMAA’s humanitarian and Christian Edu- 
cation ministries. 

During this time, God was preparing a former 
resident of Alaverdi to jomnArthur and Gayane 
in ministry. In a miraculous way, God saved 
Samuel Nalbantian, a criminal just released 
from prison, and called him to serve in his 
hometown of Alaverdi. Today, God is using 
Samuel most effectively to reach out to boys. 
Alaverdi is the only AMAA ministry center 
where boys and young men outnumber girls. 
In a culture where nearly 80% of church at- 
tendees are women, this is amazing indeed. 

AMAA’s Alaverdi team has started minis- 
tries also in two neighboring villages called 
Odzoun and Toumanian. 

In Alaverdi, AMAA and the Evangelical 
Church of Armenia provides Worship service 
for adults and Sponsorship of 31 needy chil- 
dren. 
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Also, ten Christian work- 
ers reach out to 260 chil- 
dren and youth offering the 
following ministries in }} 
Alaverdi and the two 
ee villages: 

Sunday School 
- Youth ministries 
- Soccer ministries 
- Discipleship teams 
- English language instruction 
- Needlework class 

A building which was recently purchased 
in Alaverdi region for use by the regional 
center and the Evangelical church needs 
some renovation to be usable. The building 
will be used to serve as an AMAA office, 
Christian Education center, humanitarian 
relief center, and church sanctuary. Cur- 
rently, ministries are housed in rented facili- 
ties, which are small and inadequate. This 
purchased building is larger, more centrally 
located, and will house all ministries together. 
The renovation will include demolition and 
debris removal, new doors and windows, 
electrical and lighting, heating system, lava- 
tories, ceilings and floors as necessary. Ex- 
terior work will include sidewalk and drive- 
way, Stairs, gates, and play area. The costs 
are estimated to be around $90,000. 


Alaverdi is an area of Armenia where 
AMAA continues to make a difference in 
the lives of the people. For such a large, 
structurally sound property, the cost to 
renovate is a small investment that will 
reap large returns — in terms of ministry as 
well as property value. It is the least ex- 
pensive option providing all that is criti- 
cally necessary to the work in Alaverdi. 
AMAA relies on its members and friends 
to fulfill this project. Please prayerfully 
consider your part in helping this planned 
project become a reality for God’s work 
among the people of Alaverdi. If you are 
interested in supporting this mission 
project or any other similar projects, please 
contact the AMAA Headquarters. Thank 
you for your part in our mutual commit- 
ment to the Lord. 0 


The Gospel of Luke in Armenian Braille 


With the initiative of the Bible Society of Armenia, 116 
students of Blind School No. 14 of Yerevan received the 
Gospel of Luke in Armenian Braille. AMAA‘s Representa- 
tive Rev. Rene Leonian in his capacity as the Vice Chair of 
the Bible Society of Armenia, along with Arshavir Kapoujian, 
the project manager, participated in the distribution of the 
books. The Bible Society of Germany brought its unique 


share in the publication of the 500 copies of the Gospel of 
Luke in Armenian Braille financed by the Compass Braille 
Organization of England. 

The future plans of the Bible Society of Armenia are 
to publish the Psalms in Armenian Braille and make them 
available to more than 3,000 blind people throughout Ar- 
menia. 


The AMAA has been a partner with the Bible Society 
of Armenia since its inception. 0 
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t has been a long-standing tradition to 

dedicate the Month of March to the Ar- 
menian Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA). During March, Armenian Evan- 
gelical Churches worldwide celebrate and 
praise God for the mission and service min- 
istries of the AMAA. Each Sunday of 
March is dedicated to the AMAA praying 
for the workers, volunteers, leaders, mem- 
bers, friends and most of all for the mission 
fields and the missionaries serving there. 

March 2006 as in previous years was once 
again observed as the month for the AMAA. 
On this occasion representatives from the 
AMAA visited churches, particularly on the 
West Coast, where the AMAA Board also 
had their meeting. 

On Sunday, March 5, the AMAA Execu- 
tive Director, Mr. Andy Torigian visited the 
United Armenian Congregational Church of 
Los Angeles preaching and participating at 
a special luncheon. The Field Director, Mr. 
Dikran Youmshakian visited the Armenian 
Cilicia Evangelical Church of Pasadena 
preaching and participating at a special lun- 
cheon. Vice President Mr. Peter Kougasian 
preached at the St. Nareg Armenian Church 
of Whittier and Board Member Dr. Raffi 
Balabanian visited the First Armenian Evan- 
gelical Church of Glendale, where he 
preached and gave a report on the activities 
of the AMAA. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Dikran Youmshakian 
visited the Armenian Evangelical Merdinian 
School, where he spoke to the students dur- 
ing the morning chapel. He encouraged the 
students to be strong, diligent and faithful, 
and not to forget that they have brothers and 
sisters in other countries around the world. 

On Wednesday, March 8, the Armenian 
Christian Fellowship of Thousand Oaks had 
a special observance of the AMAA at the 
home of Vartan and Angele Jambazian. Over 
fifteen people were gathered enjoying the 
hospitality of the Jambazians. The AMAA 
Field Director was there to thank the group 
for their faithful support and to give an up- 
date on the mission activities in Armenia and 
the Middle East. The Fellowship supports 
the College Scholarship Program in Arme- 


AMAA MONTH 
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nia. In lieu of gifts on all occasions (birth, 
birthday, wedding, anniversary etc.), mem- 
bers of the group, instead of exchanging gifts, 
send their donations to the AMAA, which 
provides scholarships for over 50 needy col- 
lege students in Armenia. Last year $10,000 
was raised and distributed for this purpose. 

On Sunday, March 12, the AMAA Field 
Director visited the Armenian Evangelical 
Fellowship of Las Vegas in Nevada. The Las 
Vegas church is a young congregation es- 
tablished through the church planting com- 
mittee of the AEUNA and through the sup- 
port of the AMAA. The pastor of the church 
is Dr. Kegham Tashjian. After worship ser- 
vice, the Field Director had a lunch meet- 
ing with the Church Council learning more 
about this new community in Las Vegas and 
also challenging them to participate in the 
mission activities of the AMAA. 

The Armenian Memorial Church of 
Watertown, MA observed the AMAA Sunday 
on April 2nd. After the worship service the 
congregation gathered in the church hall for 
lunch and a special program for the AMAA. 
A video presentation on mission work in Ar- 
menia was so much appreciated. It was fol- 
lowed by a question-answer period. The Field 
Director updated the church on the needs of 


our Armenian communities in Lebanon and 
Syria. The Armenian Memorial Church is a 
faithful supporter of the AMAA. For many 
years the church has sponsored a Christian 
worker in Armenia. In response to the appeal 
of the Field Director, the church decided to 
sponsor a sister church in Armenia. 


Even though March is AMAA Month, this 
is no reason for us not to continue to pray 
for the AMAA every Sunday or every day. 
The missionary work carried on through this 
unique organization is dependent on the 
prayerful and financial support of faithful 
Christians. 


he Missions Committee of the United Armenian 
Congregational Church (UACC), under the chairmanship 
of Cynthia Ketenjian, served a luncheon following the UACC’s 
church worship service on Sunday, March 5, 2006 in their beau- 
tiful banquet hall. There were close to 140 people present on 
this day which was designated as AMAA Sunday. Cynthia was 
the Master of Ceremonies and she introduced their children’s 
choir who sang several beautiful songs, which were very appre- 
ciated by the audience. The main speaker for the event was the 
AMAA Executive Director Andy Torigian who gave a brief his- 
tory of how the Armenian Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA) was formed and how it became the missionary arm of 
the Armenian Evangelical Churches throughout the world. 
Rev. Ron Tovmassian commended the committee and the 
church members in their support to the AMAA, who in turn helps 
our Armenians, who are in need throughout the world. He gave 


the closing prayer. 


A video of the AMAA’s various programs was shown which 
indicated the different mission programs that the AMAA has in 


Armenia. O 
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SISTER CHURCHES 


APC Missions Concert Raises Funds to Help 
Provide an Outdoor Recreational Center for its 


(front row | to r) Louisa Janbazian-Concert Co-Chair, Daniel Decker, Rev. 
Berj Gulleyan, Elbiz Baghdikian-Concert Co-Chair, Marie Alberian, (back row 
/to r) Margaret Rassam-Missions Committee Co-Chair, Andy Torigian, Nicho- 
las Aynilian-Missions Committee Co-Chair, Nayri Gueyikian and Bob Avakian. 
Missing from picture are Vahak Hanessian and Nyree Shishmanian. 


i) i Missions concert of the Armenian Presbyterian Church 
(APC) on March 12" featuring the international recording art- 
ist, Daniel Decker was an inspiration to a full house. 

The Evangelical Church of Armenia in Vanatzor, the third larg- 
est city of Armenia was founded by the Armenian Missionary As- 
sociation of America (AMAA) in 1994. The congregation of the 
Vanatzor church met ina rented facility for several years and, when 
land was purchased to construct a new church building in 1998, 
the APC helped with the funding, and since then have adopted it as 
its sister church. The new church building was dedicated in 2004. 
The sanctuary seats more than 400 people. The members of APC 
helped with the furnishing of the sanctuary by providing the pews, 
the pulpit and the Communion table. Last year the APC also do- 
nated an organ to the church to enhance its worship services. 

As the APC Missions Committee was making a decision for a 
project this year, it was made aware by the AMAA of a need for an 
outdoor recreation center and playground for the Vanatzor Church. 
Though it is a beautiful structure, it was built on very rocky ter- 
rain, making it impossible to hold outdoor activities in a safe envi- 
ronment for over 600 children in the church and surrounding com- 
munity. Along with Sunday School, Youth Group activities and 
Vacation Bible School, classes in English, French, arts and crafts 
and woodcarving are given free to all who wish to attend. It was a 
need that must be met. Our children, here in the United States, 
have access to the very best recreation available, including expen- 
sive computer games, etc. This is not possible for most of the chil- 
dren in Armenia. But they are bright and extremely talented, and 
should be provided with a “state-of-the-art” center. Besides a play- 
ground and sports facilities, there will be an outdoor theatre stage. 
Thanks to all our supporters, the March 12 concert reached the 
financial goal necessary to construct the Recreation Center. 0 


Euphrates Church AMAA Mission Dinner 
Raises Funds for its Sister Church in 
Stepanavan, Armenia 


TS 


AMAA Field Director Mr. Dikran Youmshakian with Euphrates Church Mis- 
sions Committee members. 


Saturday evening, January 28", the Armenian Euphrates 

Evangelical Church (AEEC) of Providence, RI held the first 

of two fundraiser dinners for the sole purpose of supporting the 

Pastor of its sister church in Stepanavan, Armenia. The fellowship 

hall was filled, not only with the church members, but also with 

dedicated people from the community who continually and 
faithfully support our endeavors. 

Mr. Dikran Youmshakian, Field Director of the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America (AMAA), was present to 
participate in the activities celebrating the AMAA ministries. The 
banquet program included a report on the activities of the AMAA 
and a video presentation on the work in Armenia. The worship 
service on Sunday, January 29" was also dedicated to the AMAA 
and Badveli Dikran gave us a heartwarming message from the 
pulpit. 

AEEC is actively involved in raising funds for various projects 
supported by the AMAA. Some recent projects included “Search 
for Sneakers,” “Back Pack Program,” “Christmas Joy Packages,” 
and “Summer Camp Program.” In addition, the adoption of a 
sister church in 1999 has proved to be most successful. The 
church’s main support project is providing financial support for 
the partial salary of the pastor of The Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Stepanavan, Armenia as well as supporting the Sunday 
school in that church. Besides financially supporting the pastor’s 
salary, each year the Missions Committee comes up with a “fun” 
idea for the children in the Sunday school of the sister church. 
Most recently, they sent over $500 worth of school supplies for 
the children, i.e. pencils, erasers, coloring books, crayons, stickers, 
etc. 

We thank all the AEEC congregants, as well as those within 
the community, for their continued and dedicated support as 
they to bless those who need our help. There is no better way 
to thank God for what we have than to give cheerfully to those 
in need. O 
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NEWS & NOTES 


Haigaizian Auxiliary Accepts Jinbashian/Derian Donation to 
Marashtzi Student Scholarship Fund 


nouche Getzoian Jinbashian and 

Anahis Derian, long time residents of 
Pasadena, California, have generously do- 
nated $3,000 to the Haigazian University 
Marashtzi Student Scholarship Fund. The pre- 
sentation was made recently at a Haigazian 
Women’s Auxiliary Luncheon at the Pasadena 
home of John and Mary Kassabian, which 
Anahis Derian was able to attend. 

The donation was bestowed in loving 
memory of Artin Getzoian (grandfather of 
Anahis) who was born in Marash. Artin’s 
life was saved during the Genocide because 
this expert tailor was able to craft uniforms 
for the Turkish soldiers. Artin’s children 
from his first wife, Nuritza, who died in 
Marash when her children were young, were 
Hovhannes Getzoian and Efronia Getzoian 
Jinbashian, Anahis’s mother who for many 
years, ran the European Bakery and Gro- 
cery in Pasadena (Est. 1957) with her hus- | Front Row, from left, Haigazian Auxiliary members Suzie Phillips, Silva Hussenjian, Anahis Derian 
band. Artin’s second wife was Guluzar | holding banner, Thelma Kevorkian, Mary Kassabian, Ida Levy, and Grace Kurkjian. Back row, Phyllis 
Keshishian, a widow. They were blessed | Hamo, Joyce Abdulian, Hilda Murachanian, Silva Marounian, Sirvart Mouradian, and Rita Tilkian 
with a son, Sarkis Getzoian, now deceased, | Hasserjian. The 50" Anniversary Banner stitched in famous Marash needlework was presented to 
and a daughter Anouche Getzoian | Henry and Anahis Derian in commemoration of their golden jubilee $500,000 donation to Haigazian 
Jinbashian, co-scholarship donor. 0 University. It exhibits the Haigazian motto: “Truth, Freedom, Service.” 


Wider Church Ministries Allocates $189,000 For the Projects of AMAA 


The Executive Committee of the United Church of Christ 
Wider Church Ministries was welcomed at the Headquarters 
of the Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) 
in Paramus, NJ, as one of their mission partners and allocated 
$189,000 to the AMAA. The monies are allocated 75% for 
church and educational projects in Armenia and 25% for ur- 
gent church and educational needs in Lebanon and Syria. The 
AMAA cherishes the long-standing partnership between the 
two Christian organizations since 1958 and appreciates the 
Wider Church Ministry’s dedication to these vital AMAA 
projects. O 

Standing Left to Right: Al DePaola, Jr., Operations Director of AMAA; 
H. Steven Aharonian, M.D., President of the AMAA; Andrew Torigian, 
Executive Director of the AMAA; Peter Makari, Ph. D., Executive Di- 
rector for the Middle East and Europe of the United Church of Christ; 
seated Rev. Cally Rogers-Witte, Executive Minister of Wider Church 
Ministries; Rev. Diane Christopherson, Board Member of Wider Church 
Ministries and Mrs. Ann Kiernozek, Treasurer of Wider Church Minis- 
tries. 
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Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church of Fresno Donates Equipment to 
Open Two Complete Dental Clinics in Armenia 


Ree Rev. Ara Guekguezian, the pastor of the 
ilgrim Armenian Congregational Church of 
Fresno, CA presented enough dental equipment to fur- 
nish two dental clinics in Armenia. 


The AMAAcurrently has dental clinics in Vanatzor 
and in Yerevan. The AMAA is grateful to the donors 
of such a blessing, as this will enable us to open two 
additional clinics in remote cities of Armenia, which 
will serve people who are not able to afford such ser- 
vices. 


The AMAA supplies the manpower and the essen- 
tial accessories that are needed to operate a dental of- 
fice. Anyone wishing to help fund the clinics may con- 
tact the AMAA to make a tax-deductible contribution | (/ ¢g ») Peter Guekguezian, student at St. John’s University in Maryland and 
to this project. AMAA Scholarship Recipient; his father, Rev. Ara Guekguezian, Pastor of 

the Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church and Andrew Torigian, 
Executive Director of the AMAA. 


ea! CX. ee 
Paid in Full 


by Dikran Youmshakian 


Once you stamp “Paid in Full’ on a note or on an invoice, that statement cannot be used anymore for collection. 
One document on which most homeowners would like to see the “Paid in Full” stamp is their mortgage note. When 
a mortgage is paid in full people usually celebrate with a mortgage burning ceremony. A mortgage note or an 
invoice, however, is not stamped until all the required payments are made; to the last penny. 

When God created the human being, God did it in gratuity. There was no note signed indicating that we owed 
God payments, except to be obedient to Him. It was their own choice for people to fail and create a huge debt to be 
paid for their redemption. 

God, however, being a loving, caring and forgiving God (unlike lenders) gave people opportunity after opportu- 
nity to redeem their debts. Unfortunately, at no time were people willing to pay for their debts in full, instead they 
kept refinancing it. A balance due was always left, until God decided to send His only Son, who came and who 
suffered death on the cross. 

Jesus with his death paid for all our burdens and He paid it in full. He paid it through His suffering on the cross. 
They nailed Him to the cross, they put a sponge of vinegar in His mouth and they even pierced a spear in His side 
to make sure that He was dead. When the time came for His death, Jesus’ last words according to John were, “It is 
finished,” or “It is Paid in Full.” Jesus' glorious Resurrection on Easter Sunday was the comfirmation of the final and 
complete payment. 

Once a mortgage note is paid in full it will be a shame for us to hold on to it and use it as a burden on ourselves. 
We need to burn it and thus close that chapter and start a new era with the Lord. Jesus at many instances when He 
forgave a sinner He said “Go and sin no more.” This same message He brings to us with His “Paid in Full’ message 
today. He has paid in full for our sins and, therefore, we ought to sin no more. O 
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The 24" Annual Banquet of Merdinian School 


he 24 Annual Banquet of the 

Armenian Evangelical Charlotte and 
Elize Merdinian School of Sherman Oaks 
took place on March 12, 2006 at Sheraton 
Universal Hotel. The Master of Ceremonies 
of the Banquet was Mr. Louis Kurkjian, a 
Board Member of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America and Haigazian Uni- 
versity. 

The Kenote Speaker of the Banquet was 
Dr. Hrair Atikian. His theme was “I have a 
Dream” and said his dream is one day to enter 
the new structure of the Merdinian School, 
which has a state-of-the-art Library with an 
Armenian section, wide classrooms, labora- 
tories and playground. He concluded his 
words by challenging the friends of 
Merdinian School to start a major campaign 
at the threshold of the 25" anniversary to 
fulfill that dream. 

Two alumni, Ms. Natalie Meneshian 
(1998) and Ms. Karin Sardarian (1995) tes- 
tified to the quality education that they re- 
ceived at Merdinian School. They both are 
studying in universities now, majoring in 
Political Science and Medicine, respectively. 

The school Principal, Mr. Hovsep 
Injejikian stressed once again the importance 
of a new structure for the school and the ad- 
dition of upper classes and eventually reach- 
ing the High School level. 

Mr. Greg Martayan, Encino District Coun- 
cil, presented three plaques of appreciation 
to the Chairman of the School Board. 


Recently, on the occasion of the 1600th Anniversary of the 
Armenian Alphabet, the AMAA published a special edition of 
the Western Armenian Bible (Old and New Testaments). The 


Seta Nalbandian, Sirvart Mouradian, Rita Tilkian Hasserjian, Rita Meneshian, Gilda Bedrosian (second 
row | to r) Ani Hanessian, Helga Sarkis, Maral Matossian. 


The Merdinian students provided the mu- 
sic for entertainment, followed by a slide 
show, depicting scenes from school life by 
Rita Hasserjian. 

The Banquet raised over $50,000 and Mrs. 
Juliette Abdulian, on behalf of the Women’s 
Auxiliary, presented another check for 
$10,000. 

Founded in 1982, Merdinian School is ac- 
credited by the Western Association of 
Schools and Colleges. The school nurtures 
children from preschool through middle 
school by offering a strong academic program, 
emphasizing Christian and ethical values for 
the development of sound characters and 
teaching Armenian and American Traditions. 


| Bibles. 


Bibles were printed in different formats - Extra Large-hard 
cover; regular size-hard & soft covers and genuine leather. 


These Bibles are offered to the public for a donation of $25 
($30 for the genuine leather). The donations received will help 
the AMAA distribute free Bibles in our homeland Armenia, to 
Armenian immigrants in Europe or through the prison minis- 
tries. For every 2 Bibles purchased, one free Bible will be 
available for these ministries. Please complete the form and 
make the Word of God available to others. 
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The Master of Ceremonies, Mr. Louis Kurkjian 


| Enclosed please find my donation of $ 
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AMA - AUSTRALIA 


AMA-Australia Raises Funds for Armenia and Lebanon 


e Annual Banquet of the Armenian 
Missionary Association of Australia 
(AMA-Australia) was held on March 25, at 
the Nalbandian Hall of the A & S Gaultaun 
School of the Armenian Cultural 
Association. 

The main highlight of the banquet was 
the Fashion Show by designer Kevork 
Shadoyan. 43 children and young people 
from the Sydney Armenian community 
modeled the costumes. This unique event 
in its style was appreciated and enjoyed by 
over 300 guests from various factions 
representing the Armenian Community of 
Sydney. Upon a special appeal made by 
the pastor of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Sydney, Rev. Krikor 
Youmoushakian, 25 students attending 
schools in Lebanon were sponsored and 
over $6000 was raised for various AMAA 
Armenia relief projects. 

The Armenian Evangelical Church of 
Sydney is very active in the local Armenian 
Community and also beyond the continent 
down-under, through the AMA-Australia, 
an affiliate of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America (AMAA). AMA- 
Australia is particularly involved in 


Some of the participants in the fashion show with Designer Kevork Shadoyan (left) 


supporting mission programs in Armenia | March 11,2001 when Mr. Andrew Torigian, 
and also in the Middle East. The AMA- | then AMAA President, was visiting the 
Australia was officially launched on Sunday } church. 0 


Announcing the AMAA's 2005 James G. Jameson Essay Contest Winners 


The Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) is pleased to announce the winning entries of the 


2005 James G. Jameson Essay Contest. This year’s finalist in the college competition is Ms. Sareen Basmadjian of 
Pasadena, CA, for her essay, “Vartan Mamigonian and the Perpetuation of Christian Armenians” and the finalist in 
the high school competition is Mr. Scott Yerganian of Medfield, MA, for his essay, “The Genocide Memorial.” We 
are pleased to publish Scott Yerganian's essay in this issue for its relevance with the month of April - the 
Commemoration of the Armenian Genocide on April 24. 


The James G. Jameson Essay Contest, sponsored by the AMAA, runs every academic year starting in October. 
The topics of the Contest should touch upon some aspect of Armenian heritage, such as religion, literature, language, 
history, culture, geography, economics or history. Awards for the Contest are made in two categories: College/ 
University contestants and High School contestants. The deadline for the 2006 James G. Jameson Essay Contest 
is October 15, 2006. 


All Armenian or part-Armenian students are eligible. Only unpublished essays are accepted, written in English 
and have a length of 1,000 to 2,000 words. The winner in each category is awarded a small scholarship, provided 
from the income of a special fund established by Mr. & Mrs. James G. Jameson of Brookline, MA. 0 
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The Genocide Memorial 


By Scott Yerganian 


A an Armenian-American living in Massachusetts, I have 
been raised in a family that embraces our heritage. My 
parents grew up in Watertown, the second largest population of 
Armenians in the United States, and it is also where I attend 
church. I am consciously aware of how my great-grandparents 
were survivors of the Genocide. I have also attended the annual 
Armenian Genocide commemoration ceremony at the State 
House with my family multiple times. However, it wasn’t until I 
visited the Genocide Memorial in Armenia that I could truly 
appreciate its impact on me. Many of my non-Armenian friends 
only know of the Genocide because of me, and what I have told 
them. I also believe that Armenian-Americans view the Genocide 
quite differently than people in Armenia do. 

A couple of months ago, my mother received an email about 
the Stanford University and Harvard University Armenian 
Clubs. Apparently, they had joined together to make a 
wristband, much like the yellow “LiveStrong” bracelets that 
many Americans are wearing today. The wristbands were 
created to spread awareness of the Genocide. It reads, 
“remember the forgotten,” in reference to our ancestors who 
were victims of the Genocide. Feeling that this was an excellent 
cause, my family purchased several and wear them proudly. 
Hardly a day goes by without someone asking us what the 
tricolor band represents, providing us an opportunity to remind, 
or educate, people about the Genocide. Upon being accepted 
into the Cambridge-Yeravan Sister City Association (CYSCA) 
program, we thought it would be a great gift to bring to the 
Armenian students in Yerevan. 

During my stay in Armenia, the Yerevan students asked me 
about my wristband. I explained it to them, and they thought it 
was a great cause for me to support. I kept quiet about my supply 
of them, not wanting to spoil the surprise that was to come later. 
One evening, after my host family celebrated my birthday at home 
with the other Armenian students and their families, I brought 
them out and gave one to everyone. They were all ecstatic. The 
wristbands, worn by the American and Armenian students, would 
come to symbolize our unity. Even more important, it showed 
the Armenian students that we could share something together 
that symbolized “freedom of expression.” It gave us something 
that binded us together. 

While the wristband has become a small symbol of remembrance 
of the Genocide victims, the Genocide Memorial in Yerevan really 
puts in perspective the importance and continuing impact the 
Genocide has on Armenians on a daily basis. 

The Genocide Memorial is located in Yerevan upon a high hill, 
and when you are in the main area, you can see a vast view of the 
city, stretching for miles. This is the largest and most prominent 
memorial in the city. It consists of a large, narrow pyramid, 


representing the Diaspora, and the Memorial itself, which is an 
everlasting flame encircled by twelve concrete pillars that lean 
over the flame, forming a circle. In between each pillar is a set of 
stairs that leads to the inside of the circle, with the flame blazing 
in the middle. It is a moving sight. After exiting the encirclement 
and heading back towards the main path, you pass a small grove 
of young trees, all planted in rows. Next to each tree is a plaque 
with an inscription on it. I found out that all of these had been 
donated by many people throughout the world, many of them being 
from congressmen and senators from the United States. There was 
also a tree donated by Pope John Paul II. One that I found 
interesting was a tree donated by Lech Walesa, the leader of the 
Solidarity movement in Poland during the Cold War. I learned 
about him in history class, and it made a great connection for me. 
CYSCA has been very dedicated as a sister city, especially because 
it was founded by non-Armenians. Armenians can’t keep the fire 
burning alone, and it takes the dedication from others, such as 
non-Armenian members and friends of CYSCA, to keep our history 
from being forgotten. Our sister city keeps the flame alive through 
its attention on Armenia, her people, her history, her past, and her 
future. I never realized how much of a worldly presence there was 
there; by observing this, it was a bridge between both worlds, 
between two cities. 

While the structural design of the Memorial was impressive, 
realizing why it was there made me feel very emotional. When I 
was younger, my dad would always talk of traveling to Armenia 
one day. Well, I am the first from my family to do it, and it truly 
didn’t hit me until I was at the memorial. I had seen pictures of 
the site before, and I had heard about it, but it is completely 
different being there in person. The presence is all around you 
and there is a somber mood. I remember staring into the flame 
and thinking to myself that this, right in front of me, represented 
my ancestors who were killed in the Genocide. Pictures mean 
nothing compared to witnessing something firsthand. Standing 
in the Memorial, I felt a sense of pride at being Armenian. That 
we were able to overcome adversity and rise up and build a 
monument like this is amazing. I was proud of both my nationality 
and myself. 

Traveling to Armenia left a lasting impression upon myself 
that I will retain forever. Growing up as an Armenian-American, 
I have always dreamed of going to my country of origin. It is a 
dream that I think most teenagers have thought of at least once 
in their life. One of the most impressive things that I will always 
remember is the landscape, and traveling all throughout the 
country. Looking out the bus windows at the tall hilltops, the 
sharp cliffs, and the low valleys, I realized the true beauty of the 
countryside. Gazing at the summit of Mount Ararat, just as my 
ancestors once did, I knew I was truly an Armenian. 0 
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ZUSGEFEL FUGFL 


8huniu Lugut 


Shqpwi Gailjufbwl 

wip Uwpyndywypl gqugnitp wamwjywjnnipprl 
|i Uupybpy yor jwh, pk’ Gkynniptwi ti pt’ 
nipujuniptwi wnppny: Unt jpwif bpp hwpwqum up 
YnpulgGbGf: Unt pwif bpp guwipGf bpgh fwyku Gute 
hnqbyku: Uni jwif, tpp Ginn _pGf Yui Yp awjunyplf: 
Unt pwif Gut, tpp nipwy Gof: OppGwh, bpp tpywn 
pudwGinitk vp buf, vpwiwif huwpwquuh up htu, 
nipwjniptbwi wpgniifGtp Yp hnufpG: 2Zuwpubp Ynr 
jwG bpbGg hwpuwGhfp GupoptwyhG, huwywnwl whnp, 
np huwpuwGpfp nipwlyntpbwi wnpp E: UwpghyGtp 
Ynr pol, tpp Yp gwhhl ppbg ywnpniptwli pudwhp 
Yuu nul pk vamwyjp: 

8huntu wy, npnjhtiutr cupyywpl Yapywpulif 
wnwt, pwgwi: 3punru jugut, inp pluwgwi Lwqupnuh 
vwhp: UG jwgut vwiwiwin tpp mbuw. Vwqupnup 
fnjpipnui jwgp: Uyu 3pun.tup wnwypG jwgi Ep pum 
Urctuwpwlftpnii: Wun yk inf, uw wi, 8huniu wiqul 
up Guu pwgwi, bpp OCwyywqupynp Yppwhpl Ganiuwykd 
fuynufp wtuwi: Ujunthuwintpda, wu tpypnpy jwgp 
vuyywypG pny gqqgwgnivk wibjp pwpdap gqqwgnil upl 
Ep: 

8bun.u jwgwi wlpnnp funwfhp up ypwy: Spuntup 
yagp Giynniptul pag Ep, puyg n'y PpbG huvup whaGwyku: 
8punru jwgut n’s winp hudwp, np UG Spqhfwhwi gur 
ne nunuywif WYulGywytp Gpniuwnykub uks: Ny whinp 
hudwp, np wi WulGlywytp Pp wowhbpwGbpka vkyna 
QpGf ynuiwiwhbjp: Ge n'y wy, winp hudwp, np 
Gpniuwynkth Ypokiwywh yhutpp be hnnitwjtgh 
b2pwiGtpp qhaf ypmb dwyptpe: 

Shunru pwgwi, Ups wlpnyp dnjnyntipyp Pulinw- 
Yunnipturp br fiuwGwhGbpn. Yubsn] |’ pGnniikpa 
2pGf: 8punctuhp wu jwgp vwpynywypl nipwlvniptwl 
Ywl hywnpuwifh wnanwjywumnippu wy sep, npny- 
htiutkr Glwlophiwl yuwnftwnltpny tnwsd pwgp ypu 
pump py cupyywypG qqugnitp wanwjwjynniphrl: 
Shuntup wyu Epypapy jwgp niftp tpyawyhe 
ppwhwGntppu Go ywynwpwpnip hl: 

Shun.u Gpniuwykub be pnjy»p dnyndnipypG hudwp 
jwgut, npnjhiwh. whnkf mnwywipl whinupptp Epl 
wjG tpyGwyhG Punwynipbwh, npnt yuwunguidp Yn 
pupkp bGf: UpGs vupypy WuhbGywykpG tpypwinp 
puquinph Up qwyniump, np ppbig widiwywl gwhtpp 
ypup wipnngwgtp, Shunctu yp papkp whnkg’ jnjuh, 
ubpny, qnhnynnip bul be qngnitp yuwnqwip: Uwnpyph, 
Gi. GnjGpuy Pp wowhtpwGtpp, wupptp wh Gywyni- 
pbrGGbpny wwhywipG hinnr Yp uvawjyhpG wyn ppwlw- 


GnipbGkG: UGnf Yp vGwjpG Gc whuh uéwypl pnijpw- 
ubpu: Qupvwiwyp sk, np 8puncu yap, fwhp yp Gwjow- 
wtuEp Gpniuwykidp Ynpd whnidp: 

8hun.u pwgwt Epniumwykuh ypw, umywjG UG Gute 
Pp YauGfp jowspG ypwy wniwi n’s Upwjl Gpancuwyktup 
huwiwp, wy, hudwji vuwpyyniptbwhi hwdwp: Luz be 
Pp Ybuifp qnhb;, UpwjyG Yp pwguwupnckp 8punruh 
Uuunniwéonipthwi juiquuwifny: 

Ujuop, Spuntup wyyn jwgkG, JuowsbpnipbGkG br 
juynpulwi 3upnipkGka vom 2000 mwphltp tuf, 
wpytof n*pfwi njuniwéd — vdwpy wpwpwdp: Ubwji 
w'jy ybub wpdbinpk 8punrup pwgl nt munwywlfp: 
Ujuop, tpp 8pun.iu nhuk vtp Yewhfbpp npytu whhwu, 
pauwihf, kytntgh Yul junidp, wpynbof pts whup 
Pu) bp Yagniwéofp: Wupdk Urwg Guppnriwi opipnii 
Puphpywé ty, wyu hwpgnithG vwupl, Gywunh wnfbjpnd 
Shuntub wpynkG pul pwhwd wpgniifG nt wpprlp: 

Upgniifp nt nunwywifp ydpwpunwpwp widwlop 
gk 2wy dnyjnynipypG, np hwiwuwphd viwyny #ppuw- 
wunuf, P gpG wptwi ywhtg hu.wwufp hucwuwp- 
Uniptwup: 8bnwuywintppiuip whnbjp wpwpf upG Ep, 
np jb2bjny pul, wyuop mwhwipl YpGwhf gupnciwyby 
wpe Uwlwyl, 2my dnynynipyp ghugwi jwynt wy 
hwigpniwGikGi Yup yb), upph, bp wpgniifGtpp, 
Ytpwyppy, gnywntrby bu wwyfwpp, wpynupniptwl 
huuwnp: 

Ujuop 2wy dnynnynipynp wiqud up bru |’wighih 
ydniwppG hwigpniwhk, pywy vwjyp hwjypbGpfp te 
Gut UpspG Upbrt)fp uwko (pGsytu Yp Yupynwhf 
wiqjkpkG puwdpGha ukg): fppunnuh ke vip Gujwhwy- 
pipnt qnhnyniptwi swhwlhzny, n°*pfwi ywunpwun 
GGf odwinwybkyjnt bi Gbgnil Ywhghtjnt wihnlg 
wqkuftpni: Upwi vip qnhwptpnipbwi yump wunw- 
Ywulnippiip y pGw) upp; wpgniifGtpp whnkg ws ftp: 
Ujpwyku, 8puniu fppumnup wpgniiffi nit pwhwd 
wpbiGp wywpyprl whuh pywi vagqh hwdwnp: 

Upybtof 8hpuntu gwpniiwbyn®t E pw, nt uvbnGby 
utgh huwldwp, bpp UG wpanki buy whgnigwé E wn 
tnpdawnniphrlp: bsn® niptudl, vip ywpfny, wypt- 
pwytpny nt gqnhnynnipkwh hngpny gnjg smwlif 
w7uphp, pk 8puntu fppumnu w2ahwph byw UEY 
wiqwuu pin vpow uppby. vip wpgniifGtpp no whinlg 
htiw Gut. vbp von fipp: VpwyG wypbjny #ppumnup 
Gt uppbkyny bpwpnt wpgniifGtpp YpGwh f upphy Gute 
8pun.u fppumnnup wpgniffGlpp bi upwhw;, Udnp' 
Pp GpyGwypG PunuynipbuG be. nipwjunipbwl uty: 0 
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Haigoui Chaijian Jorjorian 

“T will bless the 
Lord at all times, 
His praise shall con- 
tinually be in my 
mouth.” Of all the 
Scriptures this verse 
describes best Aunt | 
Helen, for she con- 
tinually honored 
and praised God re- 
gardless of her circumstances. 

She was born in the village of Mezre in the 
province of Kharput in 1911. Her peaceful 
life with her family changed dramatically in 
1915 when her father along with the men of 
the village were taken by Turkish soldiers and 
executed outside of town. Knowing the fu- 
ture, her mother entrusted Helen and her sis- 
ter Maritza to the care of a sympathetic Mos- 
lem family. Soon the soldiers returned and 
marched the women and children out of town. 
Helen and her sister, now ages four and nine, 
were left with nothing but each other and a 
loving God. 

They went from orphanage to orphanage 
in Armenia, Syria, Greece and Yugoslavia, 
ending up in a boarding school in France in 
the 20’s. Their care and support was provided 
by a missionary group and a loving family 
from Michigan. Later in life, she would have 
the opportunity to likewise sponsor an Arme- 
nian child through the AMAA. 

She came to Boston, and was married to 
George Jorjorian in 1938. They were blessed 
with their only child, Elizabeth. In 1949, 
Elizabeth died of misdiagnosed appendicitis. 
This was the lowest point of Aunt Helen’s life. 
However, soon she made a decision to em- 
brace God and to allow Him to help her 
through her grief. Her spirituality grew and 
blossomed over the next 55 years, shaped by 
further hardship, such as the death of her hus- 
band at age 65. 

For years she reached out to shut-ins in her 
neighborhood, driving them to church and 
doctors’ appointments, and shopping for them. 
She also volunteered at a local nursing home. 

Her last few years were spent with consid- 
erable back pain due to several bone fractures. 
She loved God and longed for heaven. He 
called her home peacefully on December 10, 
2005 surrounded by her niece and nephews. 
We miss her dearly, but are so grateful for hav- 
ing had her in our lives. 

Margaret Nigohsian 
Richard and Paul Talanian 


OBITUARIES 


Ujpu Urikutwi QnjGk ptwi 

Ujpu ows Ep 
Ubywbtlptp 15, 
1922-hG sw )tyhb 
uko: Gabwwuwp 7 
wuuphfpi pli- 
wnwibf Yp Yuqlk 
FunGby QnjGb- 
pbwip hiuw: 1954- 
hG Lhpwdw yp 
hwumuwuntpl ke 
Uumnniwds bpblig 
yp yupght vey humpy queml fp 
Mo nnu: 1970-pG Yp pupuynpach Upwgtw 
vwhwgftp bk. plwhniphri Yp 
hwunuml huwjwhné fhuppppwncrlip ukyg, 
Gi. wuyw, 1996-LG UpGst. pp vwhp Yn 
pawl bp Arsenal Apartments dtpwlng- 
hwiqunwpwGpG utp»: 

Ujpu Yulin pinniiwé Ep 8puniup' 
npyku pp YbuGfp whdGwhwi Skpp ne 
pybsp - bpwywiniphl vp, np Yup- 
wmwujywynEp fooufny, éwnwjwubpnr- 
PhiGng, kpgnd, by kntghh hurwinwp bu 
winwldwigniphrindg, qui pi nr 
ponGhyGtpnia ywunbwpwh nrpprlin y: 
Spf fwhsgGnnGtp Yp yywyk whinp 
w7funuuppniphprip, ogGlynt nt éunw- 


jkjnt yunpwunwhudnippip, hwpgb- 
poG hwinky ynpwhwi vowmbt-gnidp nv 
ywatumbtuniphiip: Ul tpywp wwppltp 
sunwywds LE PQUU-p (Lppwubwip #ppu- 
unit whwi Quabg UdunGwypG tn pni) 
nhuGnglG Gkpu bt Ubpwgkwy wh wiig- 
Gt&p hwumwmnrkjE yawn) Pliwlwd £ 
hpiwfnGtp ni stp 4 pGkp: 

bp dwhp |p qnidtG bp quiwyp’ Tonnu 
nt bp Ynnuwybgp’ UkGubp, ponGbpp’ 
Uupfo ti Ujpubw, pGsyku Gut. fnypl 
nu. inpwjypp Uwpp bt 8wnp (bp nif 
wy, bpwhuw piwhnrppii hwunwuwe: 

Ujpu GGgtg Gupwp, Vuwpw 4-hl, Uunju 
UrprpG hprwinwinghG uk, jam Yup- 
funt. hpi.winniphwl, »p~pwywnniwd 
pGuuGpfh winwilGtpny nt ky bnigpha 
énjpint: bp vwhny Monnu’ pp quiwlp, 
Up YnpuGgGk qnhninn, wpywp ke hwiw- 
uwugthw, Uvwyp up, Upupiw, Uy wpu- 
UpGwu-b pawl pstpp’ bp npwghGtpp yp 
YnpugGtG w2vwunwulp, dywmnii nr 
wuuniwiéwywj pilupnihh wp, 
fiuppppwniGfp Zw Urthn. by bnbgpl' 
Ujpup 385 mupniwy GYytntghG, Wp 
YnpuGgik huicwnwphd, tpgnmy ni dy wny 
winwd up, buy uvko pimwipfp bp 
wqguyuGitpp Yp ynpulgitG whinp 
jufiupwhp hinwawjGGtpp, wjgkjn1- 
pbhiGGbpp br vudiwiwin® huuvky fuyztp p: 

«SEpp wniwe bt SEpp wnw., ophitwy 
Pu SEpny whniip» (8np. 1. 21): 
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The AMAA Board of Directors and staff 
wish to extend their heartfelt condolences 
to the families of the following deceased 
friends whose names were submited to us 
for publication in the AMAA News 


* Arakelian, Lucy 
Hawthorne, NJ 

* Arzoomanian, Alice 
Hackensack, NJ 

* Attarian, Mary 
Drexell Hill, PA 

* Avedian, Mark 
Visalia, CA 
Chengrian, Angele 
Smithtown, NY 

* Kalemkarian, Victoria 
Wallingford, PA 

* Hanoian, Kathryn 
Fountain Valley, CA 
Kabrielian, Albert 
Fresno, CA 

* Sayian, Jean 
Rockville, MD 

* Thomson, Hrant 
Denville, NJ 


* ~~ Memorials designated for AMAA 


AVAILABLE From AMAA 
Book SERVICE PROGRAM 


An Olive Branch 
from Lebanon - 
The Testimony of 
Hosanna Allen (pb, 
5.25" by 8.5", 190 pp, 
price $12). 

Ovsanna Allen 
(known as_ 'Ho- 
sanna’) like all other 
Armenians was 
forced to leave her 
home by the Turkish Gendermes. 
Ovsanna writes about the way in which 
God led her, the daughter of refugees 
who fled to Beirut, Lebanon, by picking 
her out of unforeseen protracted civil 
war situations in Beirut - as it were on 
the wings of an eagle - and set her on 
safer land. As a mother and grand- 
mother she now lives in Matlock, 
Derbyshire. 

To obtain a copy, please contact the 
AMAA at 31 W. Century Road, 
Paramus, NJ 07652 - tel. 201.265-2607. 
All proceeds will go to Childcare pro- 
grams in Armenia. 
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AMAA SUMMER CAMPSIN ARMENIA, GEORGIA AND KARABAGH 


In cooperation with the Evangelical Church of Armenia (ECA), 
during the summer of 2006, AMAA will organize Summer camps 
in Armenia and in K arabagh locations: _— — 


- Camp “Sheen” Shoghik in the Hankavan region of Armenia |fptuesges= "2 CSF BS 


- Camp Bedrosian in Shushi, K arabagh 
AMAA Summer Camp programs in Armenia, Georgia and 
Karabagh are designed to share the love of Jesus with children and 
youth in very practical ways. Every summer, thousands of children 
attend AMAA Armenia camps to play, learn, enhance their talents, 
socialize, meet new friends and be nourished in a Christian 
atmosphere of tender loving care. Many return home with tears in 
their eyes. They prefer to stay on and enjoy all the summer fun the 
camp has to offer. 
In addition, AMAA will organize over 50 day camps and Daily 
Vacation Bible Schools in 46 cities and villages throughout Armenia, K arabagh and G eorgia. 
More than ten thousand children are expected to participate in these overnight and day camps. 
The logistics of operating these camps are formidable. A staff of workers ( cooks, cleaners, drivers, etc.) have to be 
_ hired; over a hundred volunteer camp 
‘ pate: counselors have to be recruited and trained; the 
i Yes, I would like to “sponsor” children to attend summer camps in children have to he selected, assembled and 
: Armenia, Georgia and Karabagh. ! transported; and the entire operations have to 
be coordinated and supervised. It costs about 
: $50 per child per session to operate a summer 
: camp and about $25 per child per session for a 
: day camp. To meet these costs, the AMAA 
i depends on its members, friends, affiliated 
: churches and concerned Christians. We hope 
i you feel as we do about the importance of 
i these summer camps in the life of Armenia's 
: children, and appeal to you to "sponsor" as 
many of these children as you are able by 
: donating the appropriate multiples of $50 and 
: $25. We can assure you, based on our fifteen 
i (Make tax deductible donations toA MAA earmarked for Armenia Summer Camps i years of experience in operating these camps, 
and mail to 31 W. Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652) that your donation will have a dramatic impact 
: on young lives. 
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